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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The town of Port Royal is laid out on a grid plan and consists of
approximately a dozen blocks with eight principal streets. It is bounded
on the north by the Rappahannock River, on the west by U, S. Route 301, and
on the south and east by open fields. Some unattractive commercial
development is located on Route 301; however, the former principal
commercial street, King Street, is now almost entirely residential. King
Street extends the entire length of the town and ends on the north at the
Rappahannock River where the wharves for the port formerly were located.
Still remaining on King Street is the eighteenth-century Fox's Tavern, the
now vacant mid-nineteenth century Masonic Hall (the Masonic Lodge was first
chartered in Port Royal in 1755, making it the second oldest lodge in
Virginia), and the eighteenth-century frame mansion of the Brockenbrough
family, the interior woodwork of which is now displayed in the William
Rockhill Nelson Gallery of Art, Kansas City, Missouri. On Water Street,
which parallels the river, stand the enlarged Hipkins-Carr House which
contains interesting folk murals in its library, the now degserted and decayi
Gray House with its outstanding late-eighteenth century interior woodwork,
and the Federal frame mansion of the Lightfoot family. Also located on
Water Street is St. Peter's Episcopal Church (circa 1836), an extraordinary
little Greek temple-form building with all Gothic detail. Behind the
church is the rectory, parts of which date from the colonial period.

In all, there are some thirty-five structures of architectural or historic
interest remaining in the town, and nearly all of these date from either
the eighteenth or early-nineteenth centuries. Unfortunately the town is
now in a decline, and several of the most important structures are either
~yacant or:im very' poor tepair.' Few late-nineteerth -or' twentieth century
structures have been built in Port Royal, and those which do exist are of
such simple design a¢ rnot to' detract from the historic chatdéter of the
town.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE .

The town of Port Royal was officially established by an act of the Virginia
Council in October, 1744. Richard Taliaferro was authorized to survey
the town site, and a group of seven men, including William Beverley
and Lunsford Lomax, were named trustees to convey lots to purchasers.
Largely settled by Scots, the town was originally called Port Roy as
it was located near Roy's tobacco warehouse, an establishment owned

by a Thomas Roy. A tobacco warehouse had been located on the site
since the late-seventeenth century. The town had an excellent harbor,
and during the eighteenth century enjoyed a prosperous tobacco trade
directly with England. In 1745, the Port Royal merchants formed a guild
to promote commerce, thus in fact creating one of the earliest chambers
cf commerce in America.

In the late-eighteenth\century Port Royal had been important enough
to be considered as a potential site for the United States capital.
However, the town's prosperity was eclipsed in -the nineteenth century
when the railroads superceded the rivers as the principal channels
. of Tidewater commerce. As a result, Port Royal saw little of the
commercial growth and expansion experienced by most port cities
during the nineteenth century. Yet it was not allowed to decay seriously
until recently, being transformed instead into a small residential
community. Thus the town today possesses a notable collection of
eighteenth and early-nineteenth century structures with few modern
intrusions. Furthermore, Port Royal is extremely significant because
it is one of the few colonial Tidewater towns to be contained entirely
within its original boundaries and to retain a semblance of its early
atmosphere and appearance without the benefit of restoration or special
protection.

Among the prominent residents of Port Royal have been the Reverend
Jonathan Boucher, a noted eighteenth-century author; Professor George
Fitzhugh, early prophet of an industrialized South; Captain Sally
Tompkins, the only lady Confederate officer of the War; and, more
recently, the late Thomas T. Waterman, prominent Virginia architectural
historian.
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Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Date __ t

ATTEST:

Keeper of The National Register

Late

33§

SNOILDONYLSNI

e e



A
A )
A
o ;
“ o o
{ \—-‘._. T
~ /
hot - »
e, \'/
W
fg
A
Jo
R A

=
EETT .
Y

-

-20- @.;.[Woodluwn -:
N \.___,__‘_: Tty
\ j =
James Madison ™ &/\'e

S Memarial Bridge &
N
:ﬁi‘\\\p " \\\\'

[-4

.o

Vi .
. /‘ P ¥
}?%ﬂf%ﬁihf§f§
AR

*cem
/

Pj//qi“tR°Y“ U.S5.G.S. 74! drangle (Scale: 1124000
A .5.G.5. quadrangle (Scale: 1:24000) i
o Cr‘?;ss Rosds: .. Port Royal, Va. (1950) 4
Port Royal Preservation Zone r“t:‘
Latitude Longitude %
NW 380 101 26m 770 11 48" T e

NE 389 10 26" 770 111 13
SE 38° 09! s58n 770 15 3¢
SW 38° 09! san 77° 111 480



